
 

POINT DEFIANCE ZOO KEEPERS NAME ARMADILLO PUP “SEGWAY” 

The one-month-old pup is bonding well with mom and growing more every day 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Dec. 7, 2021 

TACOMA, Wash.—The one-month-old Southern three-banded armadillo pup at Point Defiance Zoo & 

Aquarium now has a name - Segway!  

“Born to parents Vespa and Scooter, the name Segway seemed to fit right in with the family,” said 

assistant curator Maureen O’Keefe.   

The female pup has quadrupled in size since she was born in late October and is now about the size of a 

softball, weighing 14 ounces (she was just 3 ounces at birth). She has also opened her eyes and is 

moving around her den more every day.  

“She’ll continue to nurse from Vespa for about another month,” said O’Keefe.    

Segway is the first healthy armadillo pup ever born at Point Defiance Zoo. She will remain behind-the-

scenes in the Wild Wonders Outdoor Theater while she continues to bond with her mother. 

The pup’s birth was the result of a breeding recommendation for Scooter and Vespa by the Association 

of Zoos & Aquariums’ Species Survival Plan® (SSP) for Southern three -banded armadillos. The SSP 

looks at the genetic makeup of each prospective parent before recommending a pairing; this helps 

ensure diversity of armadillos in North American zoos. 

Southern three-banded armadillos are native to the southern interior of South America. They are 
listed as Near Threatened by the International Union for Conservation of Nature. Primary threats 
include habitat destruction as native grasslands are converted to farms and hunting and capture for 
the pet trade. 

### 
Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium, the Northwest’s only combined zoo and aquarium, promotes responsible 
stewardship of the world’s resources through education, conservation, research and recreational 
opportunities. The zoo, a division of Metro Parks Tacoma, is accredited by the Association of Zoos & 
Aquariums (AZA). 
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