
Cathleen McConnell, Academic and Community Programs Manager

(253 )404-3666 or cmcconnell@pdza.org

Dear Teacher,

Thank you for choosing to bring your students to visit us. We want you to have the best 

experience possible while you are here.

Studies show that the more familiar students are with their field trip destination, the more 

prepared they will be to learn during their visit. We hope that you will be able to take the time 

to share this presentation with your students before they visit the Zoo.

Please note that the species on display may change as our staff biologists do their best to 

meet the needs of our animals. Therefore, the species highlighted in this presentation may 

vary slightly on the day of your visit.

Enjoy your walk with the animals!

Cathleen McConnell
Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium

Conservation Engagement Team

Zoo Preview



Cathleen McConnell, Academic and Community Programs Manager

(253 )404-3666 or cmcconnell@pdza.org

Letõs Go to the Zoo!



Hi! My name is Suki and I am 
an Asian Elephant. I am here 

to help you get ready for 
your trip to the Zoo !

Iõll walk with you as you find 
out what you might see when 

you visit us.

Are you ready 
to get started?

Zoo Preview



When you get to the Zoo



When you get to the Zoo



Know your way around!
There are many big maps around the Zoo to help you find your way 

to different animals, restrooms, eating and animal exhibit areas.

The adult in your group should have a map for all of you to share.



Habitats at the Zoo

Southeast Asian 

Forests

Rocky Shores

North Pacific

Ocean

South Pacific

Ocean

Arctic Tundra

Animals in the

Kidsô Zone are 

from all over the 

world!
The land around the 

Pacific Ocean is 
called the Pacific 
Rim. This is where 

most of our animals 
are from. 



Aquarium News
ü The North Pacific Aquarium has been 

transformed into a behind the scenes area 

for our aquarium staff and is closed to 

visitors. However, restrooms on the lower 

level will remain open.

ü The South Pacific Aquarium is where you 

will find our warm water fish, reef shark 

exhibit and stingray touch tank. This 

aquarium is still open, with plans for 

renovations in the near future.

ü The new Pacific Seas Aquarium is officially 

open and home to hammerhead sharks, sea 

turtles, eagle rays, wolf-eels, leopard sharks 

and an amazing Tidal Touch Zone. Lots of 

your old friends from the North Pacific 

Aquarium moved over, including the giant 

Pacific octopus, rockfish and jellies.

Two amazing 
aquariums!! I 
almost wish I 

was a fish!



South Pacific Aquarium
Come see our 
warm water 

fish, sharks and 
stingrays!



South Pacific Aquarium
Stingray Cove

ÅAtlantic Stingray ÅYellow StingrayÅEpaulette SharkÅWhitespotted Bamboo Shark

This is how 
you gently 
touch the 
sharks and 

rays.
Note: Our sharks and rays take a break 

in the middle of the day, check the daily 

presentations schedule for times.
ÅHorseshoe crab

http://www.pdza.org/daily-presentations


Pacific Seas Aquarium

20 minutes is the minimum 
recommended time to tour this 

Aquarium. If possible, allow your 
students 10 -15 minutes in the Tidal 
Touch Zone (about halfway through 

the exhibits). 


